IAN PARKER CV to August 2024
Ian Parker was co-founder in 1991, and is currently co-director (with Professor Erica Burman), of the Discourse Unit (www.discourseunit.com). His research and writing has been in the field of psychoanalysis, psychology and social theory, with a particular focus on discourse, critical psychology, mental health and political practice. He is Emeritus Professor of Management at the University of Leicester, and has visiting professorial posts in Brazil, South Africa, Spain and the UK. He is a practising psychoanalyst, and is currently Secretary of Manchester Psychoanalytic Matrix and Managing Editor of the Annual Review of Critical Psychology. He is a Fellow of the BPS and the RSA.
Current posts
Psychoanalyst in independent practice in Manchester, UK
Honorary Professor of Education, University of Manchester, UK  
Emeritus Professor of Management, University of Leicester, UK
Visiting Professor in the Instituto de Psicologia at Universidade de São Paulo, Brasil

Visiting Professor in the School of Human and Community Development at University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa
Visiting Professor in Cibersomosaguas, Facultad de Ciencias Políticas y Sociología, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain.  
Email:


discourseunit@gmail.com 

Publications

Google Scholar: 

http://scholar.google.co.uk/citations?user=ghcmHScAAAAJ&hl=en
Academia:

https://leicester.academia.edu/IanParker
Education and qualifications
1967‑1974: 
Bromley Technical High School, Keston, Kent, 8 ‘O’ & 2 ‘A’ levels.

1978‑1981: 
Plymouth Polytechnic, Plymouth, Devon, BA (Hons) Psychology ‑ 2i.

1981‑1985: 
University of Southampton, Southampton, PhD Psychology.

1997-2003: 
Centre for Freudian Analysis and Research, London, psychoanalytic training, UKCP registration.

Previous posts

1985‑1986: 
Manchester Polytechnic, Lecturer II (one year contract).

1986‑1987: 
Manchester Polytechnic, Lecturer II (one year contract).

1987-1996: 
Manchester Metropolitan University (formerly Manchester Polytechnic), Lecturer II/Senior Lecturer

1996-2000: 
Bolton Institute, Professor of Psychology

2000-2013:
Manchester Metropolitan University, Professor of Psychology
2013-2016:
University of Leicester, Professor of Management
2016-
Emeritus Professor at Leicester
2016-2021
Honorary Professorial Research Fellow, University of Manchester

2022-
Honorary Professor of Education, University of Manchester
ADMINISTRATION:

Academic assessment and review responsibilities
2004-2006
External Expert, Course Approval and Review Panel, University of Bradford.
2004-2005:
External Expert, Institute of Social Psychology, London School of Economics. 

2005-2010
Departmental Assessor, London School of Economics (contracted for 1 October 2005 – 30 September 2010).

Professional activities 
Honorary Secretary, College of Psychoanalysts – UK (2020-2023)
President, College of Psychoanalysts – UK (2015-2020)
Member of Board of Governors, College of Psychoanalysts – UK (2004-2008)
Delegate to United Kingdom Council for Psychotherapy (from Centre for Freudian Analysis and Research) (2004-2008)
Secretary, Manchester Psychoanalytic Matrix

Journal editorial responsibilities

Annual Review of Critical Psychology (Manchester, UK), Managing Editor.

Asylum: Magazine for Democratic Psychiatry (Ross-on-Wye, UK) Editorial Collective.

Athenea: Revista de Pensamiento e Investigación Social (Barcelona, Catalunya), Comité Evaluador.

Capitalism, Nature, Socialism (New York, United States), Editorial Advisory Board.
Časopis za kritiko znanosti, domišljijo in novo antropologijo (Ljubljana, Slovenia) International Editorial Board.
Composicao: Carderno Paulista de Psicologial Social (Sao Paulo, Brasil), Scientific Board. 

Cuadernos de Psicologial Social (Santiago, Chile), Consejo Editorial. 

Encontro: Revista de Psicologia (Sao Paulo, Brasil), Conselho Editorial.
European Journal of Psychotherapy, Counselling and Health (London, UK), Editorial Board.
Free Associations (London, UK) Editorial Board.
Interacoes (Sao Paulo, Brazil), Conselho Editorial.

International Journal of Psychotherapy and Politics (London, UK) Editorial Advisory Board.

Mental: Revista de Saude mental e subjectividade, (Barbacena, Brasil) Conselho Editorial. 

New Review of Social Psychology (Athens, Greece), Consulting Editor.

Psic.Soc. Revista Internacional de Psicología Social (Puebla, Mexico), Consejo Consultativo.
Psicologia & Sociedade (Sao Paulo, Brazil), Consejho Editorial.
Psychoanalysis, Culture and Society, International Advisory Board.
Qualitative Research in Psychology (London, UK), Editorial Board.

Social Practice / Psychological Theorizing (Istanbul, Turkey), Editorial/Transformative Board.

Teknokulture, Comité Editorial Internacional, www.teknokultura.com
Theory & Psychology, Editorial Board
Membership of professional (and related) bodies
British Psychological Society – Fellow

Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA) - Fellow
British Psychological Society ‑ Chartered Psychologist (epc)
Centre for Freudian Analysis and Research - Member

College of Psychoanalysts UK - Member

Group Analysis North - Associate Member

International Society for Theoretical Psychology – Member

Manchester Psychoanalytic Matrix - Secretary

THERIP (The Higher Education Research and Information Network in Psychoanalysis) - Member

United Kingdom Council for Psychotherapy (registered psychotherapist)
Administrative experience (seminar and conference responsibilities since 2008)

2020: 
Psychoanalysis in Adverse Conditions (co-organiser), College of Psychoanalysts – UK, November

2017: 
Islamic Psychoanalysis / Psychoanalytic Islam Conference (co-organiser), University of Manchester, June
2017: 
Asylum Anniversary Conference (co-organiser), University of Manchester, June
2015: 
Discursive Practice (co-organiser), University of Manchester, April 
2011: 
Asylum with Normalcy conference (co-organiser), MMU, September

2008: 
Asylum, three day conference (co-organiser), MMU, September

2008: 
Liberation and Psychotherapy: May 68, three-day conference (co-organiser) Institute of Group Analysis, London, May.
RESEARCH:

Current research
Reflexive research on psychoanalytic training and practice: exploring the development of psychoanalysis as knowledge, institution and clinical treatment.

Auto-ethnographic study of the psy-complex: exploring the academic and professional practice of psychology and its limitations.

Margins of the margins of political life: exploring participation in political organisations, their development and internal contradictions.

Personal political connections in popular culture: exploring the emergence of forms of subjectivity in culture.
Research domains (with relevant outputs)
Innovations in qualitative research and critical psychology drawing on social and political theory and leading to specification for intervention, analysis and criteria (included in two single-authored books [2002, 2005], including one translated into Bahasa Indonesian [2006] and Japanese and a co-authored volume published in translation in Spanish [2004] and Japanese [2007]). Numerous journal articles and book chapters have been published in the English language, as well as in German, Greek, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish and Turkish. Invited talks have been given on these issues in Argentina, Australia, Chile, China, Germany, Greece, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Spain, US America and South Africa. Research activities include membership of the editorial board of five relevant journals. 

Psychoanalytic research connecting clinical practice and social and political theory (included in two single-authored books in English [2004], in Korean [2007], and Portuguese [2006] translated from a 1997 text). Numerous journal articles and book chapters have been published in the English language, as well as in German, Greek, Japanese, Portuguese, Spanish and Slovene. Invited talks have been given on these issues in Brazil, Japan, Mexico, Spain, Turkey, and South Africa. Research activities include membership of the editorial board of three relevant journals. 

Contexts for alternative therapeutic and action research approaches to mental health. Publications include a foreword, afterword and contribution to volumes on therapeutic practice and 10 refereed journal articles. Invited talks have been given on these issues in Japan, New Zealand and US America. Research activities include membership of the editorial board of three relevant journals. Focus on regulation of psychotherapy. Co-edited book with Karnac books Psychoanalytic Practice and State Regulation. Book with Routledge Revolutions in Subjectivity (2011), translated into Portuguese (2013), and currently being translated into Spanish and Japanese.

Specific research projects (of which sole director and researcher)
2011-2011: ‘The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity Follow-up Project’ funded by United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). 
2010-2013: ‘Development of Lacanian Discourse Analysis’: to explore the relationship between Lacanian psychoanalysis and discourse analysis, with a specific focus on the ‘event’, ‘act’ and the unexpected in research, the conceptual and methodological development of new modes of psychoanalytic discursive analysis. The project includes publication of edited books in Spanish and English.
2008-2012: ‘The role of Lacan’s work in Anglo-American psychological theory and practice’: to explore and assess Lacanian psychoanalysis in the English-speaking world specifically in relation to the discipline of psychology. The research includes theoretical analysis of the compatibility between Lacan and psychology and study of Lacanian psychoanalysis in the contexts of discursive and psychological approaches in the domains of psychiatry and psychotherapy. 

2009-2014:‘“Psychopathology” in academic, professional and community contexts’: pursuing academic links and setting up procedures for linking academic, professional and community activities of the Manchester-based Hearing Voices Network (HVN), the Paranoia Network and Asylum: Magazine for Democratic Psychiatry. HVN is the main organisation in the UK linking hundreds of individuals and local self-help groups concerned with promoting alternative approaches to the phenomenon of ‘hearing voices’ (the experience commonly referred to in psychiatric literature as ‘auditory hallucinations’).

2007-2012: Psychology and Social Change: critical examination of the history, conceptual architecture and political consequences of the role of the discipline of psychology and practices of psychologisation in contemporary culture. 

2004-2008: Psychoanalysis in Japan, part-funded by the DAIWA Foundation (with Professor Erica Burman): Cultural configurations of ‘self’ and ‘society’ in psychoanalytic clinical and organisational practice: An exploration of perspectives from individual and group analysts in Japan. Book with Palgrave Macmillan Japan in Analysis: Cultures of the Unconscious. 

SUPERVISION:

Doctorate supervision – completed (29 doctorates)

‘Discourse Analysis of Education Case Conferences’ (Deborah Marks), PhD, MMU, registered 1989, examined 1993.

‘Race, Psychopathy and Subjectivity’ (Mark Stowell-Smith), PhD, MMU, examined 1996.

‘Exploring “Psychotic Discourse”: The Construction and Negotiation of Reality and Subjectivity in Language’ (Eugenie Georgaca), PhD, MMU, registered 1993, examined 1996.

‘Humouring the Subject: Theory, Discourse and Situated Comedies’ (Brenda Goldberg), PhD, MMU, (second supervisor) examined 1997.

‘Deconstructing Paranoia: An Analysis of the Discourses Associated with the Concept of Paranoid Delusion’ (David Harper), PhD, MMU, registered 1993, examined 1999.

‘Psychology and Mental Health Politics: A Critical History of the Hearing Voices Movement’ (Terence McLaughlin), PhD, MMU, registered 1993, examined 2000.

‘Fantasy, Discourse and Representation: Reading Superman and Batman’ (Daniel Heggs), PhD, MMU, registered 1993, examined 2001.

‘Person-Centred Counselling and Research’ (Paul Wilkins), PhD, MMU, (second supervisor), examined 2002.

‘A Narrative Study of the Phenomenological Accounts of Six Individuals with a Diagnosis of Schizophrenia’ (Mark Horrocks), D. Clin. Psychology, University of Liverpool, examined 2001.

‘Alzheimers: A Narrative Study’ (Linda Steadman), D. Clin. Psychology, Liverpool University of Liverpool, examined 2001.

‘Gilles de la Tourette’s Syndrome: Research from a Critical Perspective’ (Robert Evans), PhD, MMU, registered 1997, examined 2002.

‘Addiction: Disturbing Fixity and Mobilising Ambiguity’ (Christian Yavorsky), PhD, MMU, registered 2000, examined 2003.

‘Without Ground: Lacanian Ethics and the Assumption of Democracy’ (Calum Neill), PhD, MMU, examined 2003.

‘Brother or Other: Jews for Jesus’ (Elliot Cohen), PhD, MMU, registered 2000, examined 2004.

‘Zapatistas: Critical Analysis in Fidelity to the Events’ (Mihalis Mentinis), PhD, MMU, registered 2000, examined 2004.

‘Consciousness, Empowerment and Organisation in Proletarian Struggles’ (Babak Fozooni), PhD, MMU, registered 2001, examined 2004.
‘The Subject of Social Work: ‘Diminished Subjectivity’ in Contemporary Theory and Practice’ (Kenneth McLaughlin), PhD, MMU, registered 2002, examined 2006.
‘Society, culture, groups and Cyberspace’ (Haim Weinberg), PhD, MMU (second supervisor), examined 2006. 

‘Therapy as qualitative self-research: a discursive approach’ (Ian Law), PhD, MMU, registered 2000, examined 2007.

‘Explicating Media Representations Surrounding September 11th and the Aftermath: Discourse/ Textual Analyses’ (Alexander Bridger), PhD, MMU, registered 2001, examined 2008.
‘Using discourse and critical textual analysis to explore how discursive and extra-discursive aspects combine to influence the creation of and resistance to racism’ (Vera Marten), PhD, MMU, registered 2006, examined 2010.
‘Reverence for the story-teller: The tidal model and stories of madness’ (Susan Coupland), PhD, MMU, registered 2005, examined 2011.

‘Emotionality and motivation of the sport spectator drawing on societal figurational models’ (Tom D’Arcy), PhD, MMU (second supervisor), examined 2011.

‘Psychologisation and Globalisation’ (Jan De Vos), PhD, Ghent University (external supervisor), examined March 2011.
‘Waking the Read: What is it to be Post-Joycean? In Reading, Writing, and Psychoanalysis’ (Daniel Bristow), University of Manchester, examined September 2014.
‘Identical Twins: A Qualitative Exploration of the Social Construction of Identity’ (Mvikeli Ncube), University of East London, examined 2016.
‘Faith Healing at a Muslim Shrine in Gujarat, India: Exploring the Site, Subject and Ghost’ (Sabah Siddiqui), University of Manchester, examined November 2018.
‘Unlawful Fictions: Literature, Obscenity, Psychoanalysis’ (William Simms), University of Manchester, examined December 2018.
‘The Science, Praxis and Perversion of Evidence Based Healthcare: Anticipation and Medicine’ (Owen Dempsey), University of Manchester, examined July 2019.
‘Mad Knowledge in the Age of Mad Studies: On ‘Psychosis’, Writing and the Possibility of Interpretation’ (Alan Bristow), Birkbeck University of London, examined June 2020.
EXAMINING:

External examining and validation of degree courses (since 2008)
2008-2011 
MA Psychoanalytic Studies, Brunel University

2010-2015
MA Psychoanalytic Studies, Middlesex University
2013- 

Psychotherapy postgraduate training courses, Independent College, Dublin

2021-

MA Psychoanalytic Studies, Birkbeck University of London
Postgraduate thesis examining (external and internal examining) (67 Doctorates examined: 40 as External Examiner in the UK; 6 as Internal Examiner in the UK; 19 overseas (4 Australia, 1 Belgium, 1 Canada, 1 New Zealand, 7 South Africa, 7 Spain).

‘Psychotherapy as style’, MSc, UMIST, February 1993.

‘Retorica tecnocientifica y tecnicas de reproduccion asistida’, PhD, Autonoma de Barcelona, November 1993.

‘Psychology of postmodernity’, PhD, The Queen’s University of Belfast, November 1993.

‘Women and AIDS: a study of issues in the prevention of HIV infection’, PhD, University of Cape Town, January 1994.

‘Accounting for Therapeutic Change: An Analysis of the Discourse of Systemic Therapists from Three Professions’, MA, University of Adelaide, October 1994.

‘Discourse analysis and psychotherapy’, PhD, University of Sheffield, November 1995.

‘Psychology against its background’, PhD, Macquarie University, Sydney, April 1996.

‘We Two Are One: Discoursing Heterosexual Coupledom’, PhD, University of Reading, November 1996.

‘Stabilising Child Protection: A Social Psychology of Cooperation’, PhD, University of Reading, January 1997.

‘The Construction of Femininity in Iceland’, PhD, London School of Economics, May 1997.

‘Active Voices: Psychotherapy as Discourse, Rhetoric and Conversation’, PhD, Lancaster University, March 1998.

‘Power and Emotions in Social Constructionist Therapy and Research: A Critical Analysis Using Countertransference As A Research Tool’, PhD, University of Sheffield, September 1998.

‘Readmission and the Social Construction of Mental Disturbance, PhD, University of South Africa, January 1999. 

‘Falls and Falling as Explanations Concerning Health and Self in Older People’, PhD, University of Southampton, February 2000.

‘Cultural Transitions: Organisational Change and its Impact on Culture’, PhD, London School of Economics, March 2001.

‘Conocimientos, Agentes y Articulaciones: Una Mirada situada a la Intervencion’ PhD,  Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, March 2001.

‘Relating as Conocidos: Observing a social practice in an island context’, PhD, London School of Economics, June 2001.

‘Dramatherapy as a psychotherapeutic intervention for people who hear voices’, PhD, MMU, October 2001.

‘How Adults Learn to Use a Computer: A Social Relational Perspective’, PhD,  examined June 2002.

‘Power in Psychodynamic Psychotherapy’, PhD, University of the Witwatersrand, examined December 2001.

‘Power and Subjectivity: A Foucauldian discourse analysis of experiences of power in learning difficulties community care homes’, De Montfort University, July 2002.

‘Asylum to Action: Paddington Day Hospital, Therapeutic Communities and Beyond’, PhD, MMU, Examined December 2002.

‘The Emancipated Worker? A Foucauldian Study of Power, Subjectivity and Organising in the Information Age’, PhD, London School of Economics, February 2004.

‘The Academic Subject: Testimony, Confession and Academic Politics’, PhD, Goldsmith’s College, March 2004.
‘The Discursive Domain of Coupledom: A Post-Structuralist Psychology of Its Productions and Regulations’, PhD, University of Western Sydney, March 2005.

‘Temporal Experiences in a Special Hospital: A multi-method, qualitative study of socio-temporality at Ashworth Hospital’, PhD, MMU, May 2005.
‘Ciencias “Psi”, Subjetividad y Gobierno’, PhD, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, July 2005.
‘Developing a Methodology Exploring the Unknown in the Acquisition of Therapeutic Knowledge’, PhD, University of Surrey, November 2005.

‘Consuming Brands’, PhD, Goldsmith’s College, University of London, February 2006.
‘Higher-Risk Sexual Behaviours between Men Who Have Sex with Men in Public Sex Environments and Venues’, PhD, MMU, June 2006.
‘Deconstructing Domestic Violence Policy’, PhD, University of Leeds, November 2006.

‘Arguing about self-harm: Contrasting knowledges for self-poisoning and self-injury’, PhD, University of Manchester, November 2006.

‘Deterritorialising Mental Health: Unfolding Service User Experience’, PhD, Loughborough University, December 2006.
‘Understanding the Polyvocality of Autism Discourse: A Critical Autoethnographic Approach’, MA, Brock University, Canada, September 2007.

‘Stressed Subjects: Lacanian Discourses at Work’, PhD, Birkbeck College, University of London, December 2007.
‘Subject to Reading: Literacy and belief in the work of Jacques Lacan and Paulo Freire’, PhD, University of Glasgow, February 2008.
‘In the Shadow of the Oppressor: A psychopolitical study of subordination and resistance’, PhD, Birkbeck College, University of London, May 2008.

‘The Phantasmatic Subject of Technology: Slavoj Žižek, Techne, and the Abyss’, PhD, Griffith University, Australia, September 2008.

‘Changing Disabling Places’, PhD, University of Stirling, November 2008.

‘Recovering the speaking patient: a Lacanian alternative to contemporary psychotherapeutic paradigms’, PhD, Brunel University, December 2008.
‘Guilt and desire: A Lacanian discourse analysis of moral decision making in mental health nursing’, PhD, University of Otago, New Zealand, January 2009.

‘On becoming reflexive in professional practice: An analysis of intersubjective processes and subjectivity’, EdD, University of Sheffield, September 2009.
‘Exploring the assumptions behind working together in children’s services: Towards critical practice’, EdD, University of Sheffield, September 2009.
‘The ambivalence of resistance and identity: using psychoanalysis in a case study of Gringo magazine’, PhD, Institute of Social Psychology, London School of Economics, November 2009.

‘Narratives of addiction’, PhD, MMU, September 2010.

‘Psychologisation and Globalisation’, PhD, University of Ghent, Belgium March 2011.

‘Producing and contesting the neoliberal citizen’, PhD, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, March 2011.
‘Experiences Labelled Psychotic: A Settler’s Autoethnography Beyond Psychosic Narrative’, PhD, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto, September 2012.

‘Guiños de seducción entre afecto y significado: La prohibición de las corridas de toros en Cataluña’, PhD, Universidat Autónoma de Barcelona, September 2012.
‘Psychoanalysis and Ethics in Documentary Film’, PhD, Birkbeck, University of London, October 2012.

‘Between Nature and the Gods’, PhD, Birkbeck, University of London, February 2013.
‘Discursos que (des)hacen cuerpos e identidades: Análisis psicosocial crítico en torno a la clínica transexual y sus patologizaciones’, PhD, Universitat de Girona, July 2014.
‘Surfacing (Im)possible victims: the role of gender, sexuality and power in constructing the conditions of possibility for victims of female sex abuse’, PhD, University of the Witwatersrand, November 2014.
‘The advent of financial subjectivity: A Lacanian analysis’, University of Leicester, July 2015.
‘Violence Against Lesbians and (Im)possibilities for Identity and Politics’, PhD, University of the Western Cape, September 2015.
‘Assessing the unconscious…? Towards a Lacanian Perspective in Psychotherapy Research’, PhD, Brunel University London, September, 2015.
‘Subject positioning in the South African symbolic economy: Student narratives of their languages and lives in a changing place’, PhD, University of the Witwatersrand, January 2016.
‘Towards a Psychoanalytic Theory of Financial Corruption’, PhD, Middlesex University, June 2017.
‘Ideology and politics in the struggle to regulate the talking therapies: The rise and fall of the HPC plans, 2006-2011’, PhD, University of Essex, November 2017.

‘Subjectivity in-between Times: An Exploration of the Notion of Time in Jacques Lacan’s Work’, PhD, Birkbeck University of London, May 2018.
‘ Narratives of Under-Representation: Older Pakistani Women’s Accounts of their Health and Social Care Experiences’, PhD, Manchester Metropolitan University, December 2018.

‘The production of “student voice” and its effects on academia’, PhD, Manchester Metropolitan University, February 2019.

‘More than food: A critical discourse and dispositive analysis of food charity in the UK’, University of Huddersfield, June 2019.
‘Becoming ‘unemployed’: Mapping and (re)constituting subjectivity within jobactive’, University of Queensland, Australia, January, 2020.
‘The construction of feminine political identities: A feminist reading from the Lacanian left’, PhD, Universidad Carlos III Madrid, Spain June 2020.
‘Psychotic Creativity. A Foucauldian Discourse Analysis of Alternative Conversations about Mental Illness and Mental Health’, PhD, University of Salford, September 2022.

‘Gendered affective economies of male sexual violence against men in South Africa’, PhD, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa, March 2023.

‘What is Manga? Reading Representation and Culture’, PhD, University of Reading, October 2023.
‘The Social Life of Mental Health Chatbots,’ PhD, Birkbeck University of London, April 2024.
‘What is the relationship between the extent of manualised practice and effective Psychotherapy?’, PhD, University of Roehampton, June 2024.
‘How can Educational Psychologists support the sustainability of the teaching profession with Early Career Teachers and their mentors?’, DAppEdPsy, University of Newcastle, July 2024.
Academic reviewing of research

Journal articles reviewed for: American Journal of Community Psychology, British Journal of Guidance and Counselling, British Journal of Health Psychology, British Journal of Medical Psychology, British Journal of Psychology, British Journal of Social Psychology, Community Work and Family, Culture & Psychology, European Journal of Psychotherapy Counselling and Health, European Journal of Social Psychology, Feminism & Psychology, Human Relations, International Journal of Critical Psychology, Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour, New Ideas in Psychology, Psychoanalytic Studies, Psychology in Society, Qualitative Research in Psychology, Theory & Psychology, South African Journal of Psychology, Time & Society.

Books: Reviewed book proposals/manuscripts for Palgrave Macmillan, Sage Publications, Routledge, Open University Press, Simon & Schuster, Cambridge University Press, PCCS Books. 
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